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..'j.ldrt-sfi of Property: 8 1 6 Psik Avcnu?, Ral t1 more, Maryland_ 21202 

,lri-ss of Owner: Summers^ & Sommers ,_ 824i Pa r_k_ _Avenue, Ka,lt̂ _rrjqreL f̂ rvlariel _ 212.02. 

Telephone: (301) 7?8-1400 

; ,. Barbara Hoff, Dalsemer, Catz.en and Associates, Inc. 

14 Light Street, Baltimore, Maryland 2}?02_ Telephone: (301) 837-3691 

DESCRIPTICN OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

816 Park Avenue exemplifies the elaborate simple, elegant rowhouses found in the Mount 
errun Historic District- Buildings such as it blend with one another to create the 
iqnifleant architectural environment of the district. The building is an Italianate, three 
tory three bay, masonry double house with a facade of running bond brick and a shed roof. 

It has a marble high basement with a belt course beneath the first floor windows. The 
jc ;,ent has two bays of one over one double hung windows with delicate wrought iron screens. 
here is an iron stairway that goes from the sidewalk below the front steps and into the 
or '. h basement bay. The front steps were probably originally marble and have been replaced 
1th brick and a simple iron railing. 

The first level comprises two windows and the entrance. The windows are eight over 
icht wood sash double hung windows with a wood panel below indicating that the window's were 
•ncc >ch larger and have been replaced with shorter windows. The windows have white 
lu m storm windows ever them, flat arches, and marble sills. 

The entrance in the north bay has been modified. It comprises a metal swinging door 
•ith a si.pie wood frame around it, around that is wood paneling and a large projecting cornice 
•ith brackets; the cornice has some decorative molding. 

The second floor comprises three one over one double hung wood frame sash windows with 
arble sills, flat arches, and white aluminum storm windows. The third story windows have 
critical details. All these windows, though, become shorter at each upper story. Above 
he third floor lintels is a brick fascia composed of brick which do_-s not match that of the 
c -r fart of the facade. The cornice is simple and large with decorativaly sawn modillions, 
nd dentils. In the attic level are three vents covered with simple iron grates. 

Both the north and south walls of the structure are attached to adjacent bulldinas. The 
ist wall of the main building has a two bay wide, two story shed roofed back building attached 
D the northern and central bay. The southern bay has six over six double hung wood windows at 
sch story, with flat metal strip lintels, rowlock brick sills, and aluminum storm windows. An 
ron fire escape extends down the bay. 

The back building is constructed of partially stuccoed and painted common bond brick. The 
DUth wall is plain brick, and what is visible of the north wall is also plain brick. The 
irst floor of the west wall has an unoriginal paneled wood door in the northern bay. The 
i-cc .d and third stories contain one over one wood sash windows with aluminum storm windows, 
stal strip lintels, and stone sills. An iron fire escape extends down the wall. The coping 
f '},>• roof line indicates that the roof has been altered. 

Fehind these structures there is a two story high, three bay wide, four bay long carriage 
:-/.- • built of common bond brick. It has a shed roof. On the first floor, east wall, there 
s • door-ay and three one by one casement windows with vooo sills and a flat arch. 
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N....e/aJJrc-ss of Property: _ 816 P3rfc_ Avr-r.vjê  M t i_more , .J^ryland_ 

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

.bove are six over six double hung wood windows with wood sills and flat arches. There is 
corbelled cornice with brick modillions at the eaves. The north and south walls consist 

.f •• lain brick. The painted west wall comprises two large bays and two stories. The 
ii—t story consists of two plain wood doors on either side of a large double plain metal 
cor. There is an "I" beam lintel above. In the north bay of the second story there is a 
ix over one double hung wood window with a wood sash and a flat arch. The south bay contains 
v'̂ -le tongue and groove wood doors With a wood sill and flat arch. Above these openings tl M e 
s - corbelled cornice. 

The interior still retains its original floor plan of rooms organized in a line parallel 
o a circulation axis, ar>d the rooms have been converted into apartments with a variety of 
•JI-face finishes applied during recent years. 

The front door of the house originally had a large round arched doorway with an architrave 
• un ound, now filled in and reduced in size. The door-way from the vestibule to the hallway 
its a Colonial Revival (not original) pediraented door with fluted pilasters, a broken pediment 
'lth modillions, and a central finial. The stairs retain their original open string, bracketed 
t.eircase with a heavily molded newel post and turned balusters. 

The ap.artr.ents are very simple with plain surrounds on openings, no baseboard or 
:rc-'n moldings, so rue original wood floors, and wood paneled doors. 

The conversion of this structure into an apartn>ent house is typical of the area which 
row consists mainly of professional offices and apartments. In general, the building still 
retains its original character in its materials, scale, plan, proportion, and details. As 
a result, the building augments the special environment of the Mount Vernon Historic District. 

ap.artr.ents
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NAME/address of Properly: . 616 _Paf̂  A™™*! . 

NAME/addressa of Owner: _^-jers_^nd_Som^s^8?4__P^_Avejiue_ 

Baltimore, Maryland 21202 Telephone: ( 3°1 } 728-1400 

enared by: Barbara Hoff, Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc. 

14 Light Street, Baltimore, MD 21202 Telephone: (301) 837-3691 

S T A T M E N T OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The significance of 816 Fark Avenue lies in its architectural contribution to 
the environment of the Mount Vernon Historic District. 

The Hnont Vernon Historic District is h.>th a Rallimore City District and, in 
p;rt, a National Register Historic Landmark District. Mount Vernon was the first 
Historic District in Baltimore City, designated in 1966 and expanded five limes to 
the current- boundaries, which have heen certified l>y the Department of the Interior 
for purposes of the Historic Preservation Tax Incentives. The ordinance creating 
the Mount Vernon Historic District also established the Baltimore City Commission 
for Historic and Architectur« 1 Preservation to oversee all changes within the 
Distict and to recommend other areas and buildings in the City for historic 
designation. The Historic District and the Commission were outgrowths of the Mount 
Vernon Urban Renewal Plan, one of the City's earliest efforts to incorporate 
] reservation and renovation of existing structures with new development. The 
current Historic District now encompasses two Urban Renewal Areas: Mount Vernon and 
Hidtown-Belvedere. 

The Mount Vernon Historic District grew from the early 19th century through the 
e .rly 20th century and retains s t rue t ure6--res i dent i al, coi-jnerc i a 1 , end 
rel igious — frem that line. The area was Baltimore's most feshionable neighborhood 
; nd as EUCII includes some of the finest architecture in the City, built for wealthy 
residents, congregations, and inst i t tit ions, and designed by architects of local tnd 
r'.tional renown. The greater portion of the district ves once the estate of John 
E.'ger Howard, revolutionary war patriot and statesman. His mansion, Belvidere, was 
located st what is now the 1000 block of North Calvert Street. The centerpiece of the 
district is the Washington Monument and Mount Vernon Place. The monument is the 
first forrsl conument erected to conr.emor a t e Ceorge Washington and is cne of the 
finest esi,np!ee of monument a I archil eel ure in t Ire country. It was erected from 1815 

to 1829 and designed by Robert Mills, one of the first American born and trained 
architects' in the country. The development of the squares known as Mount Vernon 
Place and Washington Place, dates from the 1830's, when the land was subdivided by 
Howard's heirs, who then built Bome of the first houses. Prior to the construction 
of the monument and the development of the squares, brick working class houses were 
built on Tyson Street, Read Street and North Howard Street, the earliest dating from 
1810. These buildings still exist, eome are residences and others have been 
converted to antique shops. The houses on Hamilton Street date from 1820 and were 
designed by Robert Cary Long Sr. the architect of the Peale Museum and Davidge Hall. 

The area which is now llw? Historic District continued to develop. Baltimore's 
prominent and wealthy residents moved north to the rural area because the land 
or nd the harbor was rapidly Dr-romming industrialized and because the City was 
f. Jed with immigrants, who Mork«>.l to Baltimore to work in the newly established 
industries. Construction cont ione.I to lake place in the IBRD's and lH90's after the 
!' ward estate had been sold. by the e..rly 20(h century, Mount Royal Avenue and 
;.rlB of Howard Street had been developed, completing the construction in the 
district. 
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